
Ames Chamber of Commerce

Monday, July 26, 2010 - Weekly Email Update

Join these Ames Chamber networks:   

 Facebook        LinkedIn           Twitter 

Click here to view the July Chamber Update Newsleter. 

Inside this issue:

●     Upcoming Ribbon Cuttings 
●     Help fill Salute to Educators goodie bags with promotional items! 
●     Intermodal Transportation Facility Expansion Public Input Session: Monday, August 2, 5:30 p.m., ISU Memorial Union 
●     Annual Sales Tax Holiday on August 6 & 7 
●     Professional Development Series-Team Building=Improved Performance, Part 1 
●     Speed Networking: Tuesday, August 10, 4:00 - 6:00 p.m., Ge-Angelo's 
●     Business Improvement Forum, Thursday, August 19, 7:30am, ACSD Education Services Building 
●     Business after Hours: Thursday, August 26, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m., Premier Credit Union 
●     Young Professionals of Ames (YPA) 
●     Character Counts! In Ames 
●     Advertise your sales and specials on the Ames Chamber Coupon Page! 

Upcoming Ribbon Cuttings

August 4 | Sigler on Main | 11:00 a.m. | 304 Main Street 

August 10 | Octagon Center for the Arts | 11:00 a.m. | 427 
Douglas Avenue 

If your business has a reason to celebrate — from a grand opening or 
relocation to an anniversary or change in ownership — draw some attention 
with a Ribbon Cutting by bringing Chamber members and media to you! 
Contact Cindy (232-2310) to schedule a Ribbon Cutting of your own! 

Photo: Premier Credit Union, June 2010 

Help fill Salute to Educators goodie bags with promotional items!
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Items due to the Chamber on Friday, July 30

The 10th Annual Salute to Educators, presented by Greater 
Iowa Credit Union and WebFilings, LCC, is scheduled for 
Tuesday, August 17, 2010, at the Ames High School Cafeteria. The luncheon 
celebrates the value of our area educators from Ames, Gilbert and United 
Community Schools. You can show your support by sponsoring the event, 
providing in-kind donations or goodie bag materials. 

Goodie bags will be given to 750 educators, administrators, and staff at 
Ames, Gilbert, United, Ballard, Ames Christian and St. Cecilia's schools. 
Chamber businesses can provide items to be 
included in the bags such as pens, pencils, notepads, rulers, 
markers, tape, post-it notes, etc. If you would like to place a flier or 
brochure in the goodie bags, please consider becoming an event 
sponsor! Details about the event and sponsorship can be found online 
here. Items must be delivered to the Chamber no 
later than Friday, July 30. 

Please contact Megan or Crystal and let us know what you plan to contribute 
to the Salute goodie bags! 

Intermodal Transportation Facility Expansion Public Input Session: Monday, August 2, 
5:30 p.m., ISU Memorial Union

CyRide, the City of Ames, and Iowa State University encourage Ames residents to share comments about a federal grant application that would 
expand the Intermodal Transportation Facility planned south of campus.  In February, the facility was awarded nearly $9 million in federal funds to build 
the facility.  Currently, the Intermodal Transportation Facility is in the design phase. 

What: Intermodal Transportation Facility Expansion Public Input Session 
Time:  5:30 p.m. 
Date:  Monday, August 2, 2010 
Place: ISU Memorial Union - South Ballroom 

 
The expansion project elements for which funds will be requested are as follows, totaling $13,028,263: 

●     Two CyRide hybrid buses, providing quieter and more environmentally friendly service with two additional bus bays/canopy 
●     Automatic Vehicle Location technology with Next Bus technology or equivalent, informing passengers when the next bus will be at the facility 
●     Additional 339 parking spaces, facilitating new development in Campustown as originally intended through the grant, while producing enough 

revenue to annually fund the CyRide shuttle route to ISU campus connecting with all other transit routes 
●     Additional 20 vanpool/carpool parking spaces 
●     Bike/Pedestrian path continued through arboretum between Sheldon Avenue and State Street, providing a connection between west Ames to 

central campus 
●     Additional 12 bike lockers 
●     Chamberlain Street traffic signal, Hayward Avenue traffic signal, and street improvements 

Those unable to attend the public input session may make comments by contacting CyRide at www.cyride.com or by contacting Transit Director Sheri 
Kyras at skyras@city.ames.ia.us or (515) 292-1100.   
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Annual Sales Tax Holiday on August 6 & 7

2010 Iowa Sales Tax Holiday 
The 11th annual Iowa Sales Tax Holiday will be held on Friday and Saturday, August 6 and 7, 2010. On these days, 
everyday clothing and footwear under $100 will be exempt from the state 6% sales tax and the 1% local option tax, if 
applicable. 
 
Please Be Aware That... 

●     This is an annual event on the first Friday and Saturday of August. 
●     The holiday does not include Sunday. 
●     Businesses that are open on these days are required to participate. 
●     Businesses cannot advertise that they will pay or otherwise absorb the sales tax on items that don’t qualify. 
●     When completing the tax return, list qualifying Sales Tax Holiday sales on the "exemptions" line.

For more information, please see the Iowa Department of Revenue Web site at www.iowa.gov/tax/educate/holiday1.html 

Professional Development Series-Team Building=Improved Performance, Part 1

2010 BUSINES SKILLS Series

Professional Development Series (lunch and learn) 
Tuesday, August 10, 11:30am, Somerset Clubhouse (2400 Aspen Rd.)  
Food and Beverage Sponsor: Flame 'n Skewer 

Team Building=Improved Performance, Part 1 
Presented by ATW Training and Consulting 
 
*Part 2 of Team Building=Improved Performace will be held on September 14 

Professsional Development Series session (lunch and learn) are $15 for Chamber members and $25 for non-members, and include lunch. Please 
register for this event by clicking here. 

Photo: June Professional Development Series (lunch and learn) 

Speed Networking: Tuesday, August 10, 4:00 - 6:00 p.m., Ge-Angelo's

Promote your business, distribute information and make new contacts in two short hours! After one round of speed networking, please stay and 
socialize with all your new contacts while enjoying dinner (each attendee is responsible for his/her own ticket). This is a dynamic, fun and a great 
membership benefit. 

Speed Networking is limited to the first 30 Chamber members who register (limit two per business). The event will be held on Tuesday, August 
10th from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m., at Ge-Angelo's, located at 823 Wheeler in Northern Lights. Contact Cindy with questions (232.2310). 

Sponsored by Ames Bulletin Board and www.amesnewsonline.com. 

Click here to register! 
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Business Improvement Forum, Thursday, August 19, 7:30am, ACSD Education Services 
Building

Excellence & Ethics in Leadership

Sponsored by - FOX Engineering Associates, Inc.  

Thursday, August 19, 7:30am 
Ames Community Schools District (ACSD), Education Services Building (415 Stanton Ave.) 
Food and Beverage Sponsor - West Ames Hy-Vee 
 
Employees of Ames Chamber businesses are invited to attend our next Business Improvement Forum of 2010 on Thursday, August 19, where we will 
discuss Excellence & Ethics in Leadership, presented by Eric Martin, Character Counts! In Iowa,  as part of the 2010 BUSINESS 
SKILLS Professional Development Series. 

Business Improvement Forums are open to Chamber members only and are free. Continental breakfast is provided. Please RSVP by Wednesday, 
August 18, by clicking here, or by calling Crystal at 232-2310 

Photo: July Business Improvement Forum 

Business after Hours: Thursday, August 26, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m., Premier Credit Union

Co-sponsored by Premier Credit Union and Scott Richardson State Farm Agency

  

Ames Chamber members are invited to enjoy 
free food, beverages and fun at the August 

Business After Hours Tailgate!

Thursday, August 26 
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Premier Credit Union 
(526 Grand Avenue) 

Young Professionals of Ames (YPA)

YPA Upcoming Events  

FREE! Bowling Night | Thursday, July 29, 2010 | 6:00 -8:00p.m. | Perfect Games (1320 
Dickinson Avenue) 
For more information click here  

Friday After Work|  Friday, August 13, 2010 | 5:00 -7:00p.m. | Dublin Bay 
For more information click here  

Young Professionals of Ames is an affiliate organization of the Ames Chamber of Commerce. 
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Join these YPA networks: 

 Facebook             LinkedIn              Twitter 

Character Counts! In Ames

“It is not who is right but what is right that is of importance.” Thomas Huxley

CHARACTER COUNTS! ® IN AMES 
August 2010 Pillar : Fairness 

Fairness embodies concern with equity, impartiality, proportionality, openness, 
and due process. Fair decisions are made in an appropriate manner based on 
appropriate criteria. 

Don’t blame others carelessly.  Find ways to honor the ideals 
of equity and justice. Together, we can advance change and build a stronger 
Ames where everyone has a voice. Create ways for people from all 
backgrounds to speak honestly and listen to each other. Speak out against 
negative stereotypes that are hurtful to others. What stereotypes would you 
like to dispel? Faulty generalizations about groups of people represent over simplified opinions, prejudiced attitudes, and uncritical judgments. These 
misperceptions almost always contribute to community tension. Everyone benefits from learning factual information about cultural or ethnic heritages. 
Welcome their valuable contribution to our cultural mosaic. 

Don’t take advantage of others.  Speak for yourself, not for others. Everyone gets a fair hearing. One person speaks at a time. If you 
are offended or upset, say so, and say why. No name calling and no put-downs. Use fair and open procedures in making decisions that affect others. 
We need to learn how our actions or attitudes affect each other. Build relationships and learn to appreciate and respect each other. 

Be open-minded; listen to others.  Think about the words you use over the course of a week to describe people around you. Is there 
something you want to change? Does the local media offer fair and full coverage about people from different racial, ethnic, and cultural backgrounds? 
Listen with an open mind. Make all decisions on appropriate criteria, without undue favoritism or improper prejudice. Treat all people equitably based 
on their merits and abilities and handle all essentially similar situations consistently. 

Take turns and share.  Let’s look at how we think Ames is doing. Is everyone getting a fair shake in Ames? Do all our residents have fair 
access to services? What makes our community special? Does everyone feel they’re being treated fairly? We should make every effort to see that 
every group of people has a say in the important decisions. Fairness requires that we fully consider the rights, interests, and perspectives of all 
stakeholders, approach judgments with open-minded impartiality, gather and verify facts, provide stakeholders with the opportunity to explain or clarify 
and carefully evaluate the information. Do not take unfair advantage of people’s mistakes or ignorance. Promptly and voluntarily correct personal and 
institutional mistakes and improprieties. 

Play by the rules.  The key to fairness is to have pre-established rules, consistently applied. Treat people fairly, justly, and equitably to the best 
of your ability. Be careful and thorough in making judgments and decisions about or affecting others. It is unfair to make a judgment that favors or 
discriminates against individuals based on improper factors. Although many forms of discrimination are now against the law, they also offend our more 
basic ethical concept of fairness. It is simply unfair to deny someone a job or promotion because of race, religion, gender or any other factor that does 
not have a material bearing on the ability to perform that job. (Judging a person by birth or beliefs rather than on character or merit is also profoundly 
disrespectful.) 

For more information about CHARACTER COUNTS! in Ames contact collation members through: 
United Way of Story County  (515) 268-5142 or E-mail  jkresse@uwstory.org 
National website : www.charactercounts.org 
State website : www.CharacterCountsInIowa.org 
CHARACTER COUNTS! and the Six Pillars of Character are trademarks of Josephson Institute.  www.charactercounts.org 
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Advertise your sales and specials on the Ames Chamber Coupon Page!

Print, save and enjoy sales and specials offered by 
Ames Chamber businesses!

OR

Post your own coupon(s) for free – it’s as easy as 1-
2-3: 

1.  E-mail your coupon(s) (must be .jpeg or .pdf format) to 
megan@ameschamber.com. 

2.  Provide a beginning and expiration date. 
3.  Submit up to three coupon(s) at a time.

That’s all you need to do! We’ll have your coupon(s) on our Web site within 24 
hours of your e-mail on business days. 
  
Click here for Chamber coupons!

© 2010 Ames Chamber of Commerce 
1601 Golden Aspen Drive | Suite 110 | Ames, Iowa 50010 | Tel: 515.232.2310 | Fax: 515.232.6716 
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